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Subj: Sikh and Punjabi Studies Chair at UCR

Date: 8/30/2008 1:09:27 P.M. Pacific Daylight Time

From: BALDEVSINGHO7@comcast.net

To: stephen.cullenberg@ucr.edu, ellen.wartella@ucr.edu

CC: falcon525@aol.com, jashirmann@aol.com, wellington264@yahoo.com, gb7495@hotmail.com,

editor@sikhspectrum.com

Dear Dr. Cullenberg,

The letter with an attachment I sent this morning has a typo, the
year Professor Pashaura Singh was hired by UCR is typed 1995 instead
of 2005. Sorry for the mistake. Corrected letter with an attachment
is sent again.

Baldev Singh

Dear Dean Cullenberg,

Before commenting on your letter to Dr. Sahi, please allow me to

introduce myself: Ph.D. degree in Medicinal Chemistry from the State
University of New York at Buffalo (1967), research in Drug Discovery
in pharmaceutical industry (32 years), authored and co-authored about
sixty publications, and inventor and co-inventor of 100 U.S. patents.

I have been a dedicated student of Sikhism and Sikh history since my
college days in the 1950s. And I have studied old and new works on
Sikhism by Sikh as well non-Sikh scholars and published critical
reviews of some of them (Appendix). I wholeheartedly support research
on the Sikh Scripture (Aad Guru Granth Sahib) and other “Sikh
scriptures”.

Now let me share with you my main concern about the controversial
selection of Dr. Pashaura Singh for the Sikh and Punjabi Studies
Chair at the University of California at Riverside (UCR). I think UCR
has overlooked Dr. Singh’s background during the selection process.
For example:

1. After receiving Ph.D. from the University of Toronto in 1992, Dr.
Singh joined the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor as Visiting
Assistant Professor. However, after few years he was demoted to
the rank of a Senior Lecturer and, he remained there in that
position until UCR hired him in 2005 at the rank of Full
Professor of Religious Studies. Considering both the University
of Michigan (UM) and UCR as our top notch academic institutions,
I would like to ask: How can a candidate demoted from Assistant
Professor to a Senior Lecturer at UM be hired as Full Professor
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2025 Tres Picos Drive
Yuba City, CA 95993.

Tel. phone: 530-870-8040.

Appendix

1. Baldev Singh, "“Sikh Studies and Ghostwriting: Who Wrote "“The
Need for Textual and Historical Criticism” and “Gatha Sri Adi
Granth and the Controversy”, SikhSpectrum.com, July 2008.

2.Baldev Singh, “Endowed Chairs in Sikhism at Western
Universities”, SikhSpectrum.com, August 2007.

3. Baldev Singh, "“What Type of Sikhism 1s Represented at Western
Universities’”, Understanding Sikhism Res. J., 2007, 9(1), pp.
19-21.

4. Baldev Singh, "“Understanding W. H. McLeod and His Work on
Sikhism”, SikhSpectrum.com, August 2005.

5. Baldev Singh, “My Favourite Author”, SikhSpectrum.com, May
2007.

6.Baldev Singh, "“Unacademic, Unethical and Unsolicted Advice”,
SikhSpectrum.com, May 2007

7.Baldev Singh, “W. H. McLeod’s Interpretation of Guru Nanak’s
Bani”, February 2006.

8. Baldev Singh, “Sant Tradition or Sant Mat” SikhSpectrum.com,
November 2007.

9. Baldev Singh, “Critical Reading of Harjot Oberoi’s The
Construction of religious Boundaries: Culture, Identity and
Diversity in the Sikh Tradition”, SikhSpectrum .com, August

< 2007.

10. Baldev Singh, “Relocating Gender in Sikh History:
Transformation, Meaning and Identity (Author: Doris Jakobsh): A
Critical Analysis”, SikhSpectrum. Com, November 2006.

11. Baldev Singh, “Bachittar Natak: A Strange Drama”,
SikhSpectrum.com, February 2005.

12. Baldev Singh, “Evaluating Dyanand’s Views on Guru Nanak and
the Sikhs” in “e-Symposium: Swami Dyanand and Satyarth Parkash
(Light of Truth)”, SikhSpectrum.com, March 2008.

13. Baldev Singh, "“Khushwant Singh and His Continuous Distortion
of Sikhism”, SikhSpectrum.com, May 2007.

14. Baldev Singh, “A Critical Appraisal of Bhai Harbans Lal’s
writings on Sikhism”, SikhSpectrum.com, February 2007.

15. Baldev Singh, “A Critical Review of Sachi Sakhi and
Parasarprasna”, SikhSpectrum.com, May 2005.

16. Baldev Singh, "“Some of Bhai Randhir Singh’s Writings”,
SikhSpectrum.com, November 2004.

17. Baldev Singh, “Five Khands (Realms) of Japji”,
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SikhSpectrum.com, May 2006.

18. Baldev Singh, "“Ardas: Sikh Congregational Prayer”,
SikhSpectrum.com, November 2005.

19. Baldev Singh, “Responding to Reverend Zekveld’s A Comparison
Between Two Credos: Christian and Sikh”, SikhSpectrum.com, May
2006.

20. Baldev Singh, “Dr. Zidani’s Interpretation of Guru Nanak’s
Thoughts: A Rejoinder”, SikhSpectrum.com, November 2004.

21. Baldev Singh, “Was Guru Nanak a Hindu or Muslim?”
SikhSpectrum.com, November 2007.

22. Baldev Singh, “Legacy of Rishis and Munis”, SikhSpectrum.
Com, February 2006.

23. Baldev Singh, “What is the Meaning of ‘Hindu’”,
SikhSpectrum.com, July 2008.

24. Baldev Singh, "“Dear Oprah: Reverend Martin Luther King and
Mahatma Gandhi”, SikhSpectrum.com, August 2003.

25. Baldev Singh, “Review of Gandhi: Behind the Mask of Divinity”
SikhSpectrum.com, August 2004.

26. Baldev Singh, “Review of Gandhi: Under Cross Examination”,
SikhSpectrum.com, July 2008.

27. Baldev Sing, “Mutiny of 1857: The Search for Truth”,
SikhSpectrum.com, August 2007.

28. Baldev Singh, “Primer on Nanakian Philosophy”, scheduled for
SikhSpectrum.com, October 200
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Sikh Studies and Ghostwriters

Who wrote “The Need FOR TEXTUAL AND HISTORICAL CRITICISM”
and “Gatha Sri Adi Granth And The Controversy”?

- Baldev Singh

Introduction

Plagiarism is quite common in academia, especially in the disciplines of humanities whereas
ghostwriting is generally the domain of propagandists; however, there is a reference to
ghostwriting even in the nascent field of Sikh studies in Western universities reported in Planned
Attack on Aad Sri Guru Granth Sahib: Academics or Blasphemy [1-1,] published in 2004. In
1992, in a letter addressed to W.H. McLeod, Joseph T. O’Connell and Pashaura Singh, Jasbir
Singh Mann asked the following questions [1-ii].

1. When and how you came across GNDU Manuscript 1245 and where it was before 1987?

2. Who could publish article under the authorship of Dr. Loehlin in 1987 & 1990 suggesting,
“Western friends of Sikhism and the Sikhs likewise have noted this lack of critical interest on part
of the Sikhs. Fortunately, many of their scholars and research experts are doing research on
textual and historical problem?”

Mann has boldly questioned the integrity of the three, but none of them has responded to his
questions as yet. However, Pashaura Singh does quote Dr. Loehlin to justify the need for textual
and historical criticism of Aad (Adi) Granth: “The Sikhs will hold a unique position among the
religions of the world if they prove through careful textual criticism the widely accepted belief
that the Kartarpur Granth is the MS dictated by Guru Arjan [2].” And, he cites the following
reference for the above statement.
C. Loehlin, “The Need for Textual and Historical Criticism”, The Sikh Courier (Spring-Summer,
1987), p. 18. Originally, this paper was read at the Punjab History Conference and published in its
proceedings, 1966. Archer’s comments may be seen in “The Bible of Sikhs”, The Review of
Religion (January 1949), pp. 115-25).

While Pashaura Singh’s reference to Loehlin’s original paper is skimpy, his supervisor, W. H.
McLeod provides much more information in his reference [3] to three authors who examined the
Kartarpuri Bir.




