











Date: 4/1/2005
MTr. Joe Martin
Dean of UC Riverside

Re: Chair for Sikh & Punja&i Studies at University of Riverside.

Dear Mr. Martin:

\ Our organization represents a Diaspora of more than Sikhs and 35 Gurdwaras across

‘ orth America. We would like to advise you that Pashura Singh has been

| JeclA R&D TN by Akal Takht, the Temporal Authority of Sikh religion. This was done
in response to his effort to d?fme our holy texts.

‘ Since Pashura’s views are fundamentally antagonistic to Sikh beliefs, his appointment
would defeat the chair’s purpose of promoting Sikh Religon as Cuture. We would
strongly urge you not to app:oint him to the Sikh chair in any capacity, as he does not
represent our religion.

‘ Sincerely.

‘ Dr/Prital Sing%/‘_
(éo%inator, American Gurélwma Prabhandak Committee

« P.S. Due to the short noticc,@ we were unable to have this letter printed on an official letter
head. An Official letter could be provided, if you desire.




Romy Singhand Satpal Multani - Riverside,
The endowed Dr. Jasbir

Singh Saini Chair in Sikh
and Punjabi Studies
shortlisted

candidates from varied
backgrounds and invited all
three to give a presentation
to invited audience of
community leaders and
students about their visions
of Sikh Studies. '

-Dr. Parminder Bhachu

Dr. Gurharpal Singh from
UK articulated well with
the audience and gave his
vision based on his
geopolitical background. He
admitted that he had
limited knowledge and
experience in  the
theological aspect of the
Chair.

By far the most contentious
candidate was Dr. Pishaura
Singh who is well known for
his writings that has
alienated Sikhs worldwide.
His Ph.D. thesis was based
on a controversial
manuscript #1245 whose
OTIgINS are Very suspicious
and his textual analysis of
the Guru Granth Sahib for
which he was
excommunicated from the
Panth. He made a written
apology to the Akal Takhat.
However, during his

three

Community leadres took Gr. Pishaura S ngh to task for his past i

presentation, he refused to

answer direct questions-

~ about his past and even’
~went on to deny that he was
_ever excommunicated and

* had given a written apology.

Students, led by the vice-

president of the Sikh

Student’s Association

Verrpal Kaur asked how |

they could respect him with
his controversial
background.

Dr. Parminder Bhéchu

presented her vision of the |

Chair. based on the social
anthropology, emphasizing
on the cultural aspect of the
Sikh history. She also
admitted having no desire,
experience and knowledge
on the theological aspect of
the Chair.

The audience feit none of

Students putting questions to ane of the candidatsc

the candidates were
entirely satisfactory and
made their opinions known
to the Dean of the School.
The University is expected
to make a decision in the
near future.. .
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