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SIKH DHARMA
 

GURU RAM DAS ASHRAM
 
SECUTARV OF GURDWARA
 

3-28-05
 

Mr. Joel Martin
 
Interim Dean & Costo Professor
 
University of California
 
Riverside, Ca 9252J-0132
 

Dear Mr. Martin, 
1 am writing to you in regnrd to my wncem about the proposed shurt-Iist of 

candidates for the Dr. Jasbir Singh Saini Iindowed Chair in Sikh and Punjahi Studies at 
tile University of California. Riverside. As a representative of the Sikh Dharma of 
SOllthern California Tam very concerned about the list of candidates that are under 
consideration. Two ofthc candidates arc not Sikhs. Although it isn't necessarily a 
prerequisite for the position, it would be preferable to have the position filled by a Sikh 
for obvious reasons. With regard to the third candidate, there is considerable contention 
the Sikh community has to the writings and teachings of Mr. Pashuara Singll. 
Specifically, this is ill regard to his views ofSiri Guru Granth Sahib, the Guru of the 
Sikhs. Other letters you have received about this subject have gone into thi.s in detail. 

We, as a Sikh community would be greatly disturbed to know that the monies 
donated to the eSklblisbment of this chair could, in the end, go to supporting the plalfonn 
of an individual. whose writings and opinions are so controversial tiS to warrant the 
condemnation ofthc Aka! Takht Jethedar, the highest authority of Sikhs in the world, nol 
to mention the disapproval of so many Sikhs worldwide. 

We ask you at this time to remove Mr. Pashuara Singh's name completely from 
the jist. We furthcr request more dialogue and coordination between your office and the 
Sikh conmmnity, so as to anive at the selection of a candidate that will both, satisfy the 
Universities' academic Ktandards and glean the general approval and support of the Sikh 

, community at la.rg~. which has an innate understanding of the subject beyond scholasli{;s. 
Thank you for your dedication to this project and you consideration of these 

reque.sts and ,-=ollceml:\. 

PO RoX' 35657 - Los Angeles, Califonlhl 90035 - (310) 284-57891. 101 



Date: 4/112005 

Mr. Joe Martin
 
Dean of UC Riverside
 

Re: Chair for Sikh & Punjabi Studies at University ofRiverside. 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

Our organization represents ia Diaspora ofmore than Sikhs and 35 Gurdwaras acrossJ,ne.'A..We would ~ke to advise you that Pashura Singh has been
) r;:,.c.. LA RLdJ TIa. by Akal T~t, the Temporal Authority of Sikh religion. This wag done 

in response to his effort to d~fame our holy texts. 

Since Pashura's views are ftP1damentallyantagonistic to Sikh beliefs, his appointment 
would defeat the chair's purpose ofpromoting Sikh Religon 85 Cuture.We would 
strongly urge you not to appjoint him to the Sikh chair in any capacity, as he does not 
represent our religion. ' 

Sincerely. 

. DJ6P~Sin~ : 

t;~, American cnuawara Prabhandak Committee 

P.S. Due to the short noticeJ we were unable to have this letter printed on an officia1letter 
bead. An Official letter could be provided, if you desire. 
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RomySingh and Satpal Mullani· Riverside. 
The endowed Dr. Jasbir 
Singh Saini Chair in Sikh 
and Punjabi Studies 
shortlisted three 
candidates from varied 
backgrounds and invited all 
three to give a presentation 
to invited aildience of 
community leaders and 
students about their visions 
of Sikh Studies. 

.Dr. Parminder Bhachu 

presentation,he refused to 
answer direct questions 
about his past and even 

, went on to deny that he was 
"ever .excommunicated and 
had given a written apology.. 
Students, led by the vice­

Dr. Gurharpal Singh from 
UK articulated well with 
the audience and gave his 
vision based on his 
geopolitical background. He 
adm 'tted that he had 
limited knowledge and 
experience in the 
theological aspect of the 
Chair. 

By far the most contentious 
candidate was Dr. Pishaura 
Singh who is well knmvn for 
his writings that has 
alienated Sikhs vlOrldwide. 
His Ph.D. thesis was hased 
on a controversial 
manuscript #1245 "vhose 
origins are very suspicious 
and his textual analysis of 
the Guru Granth Sahib for 
which he was 
excommunicated from the 
Panth. He made a written 
apology to the Akal Takhat. 
However, during his 

CAlmmunity leadreslook Gr. Pishoura Sihgh to task for his past 

president of the Sikh 
Student's Association 
Verrpal Kaur asked how 
they copld respect him with 
his controversial 
background. 

Dr. Parminder Bhachu 
presented her vision of the 
Chair baseq on the social 
anthropology, emphasizing 
on the cultural aspect of the 
Sikh history. She also 
admitted having no desire, 
e:AlJerience and knowledge 
on the theological aspect of 
the Chair. 

The audience felt none of 

Students mlttino ouestions ta line of/liP rnnrlirlnip( 

the candidates were 
entirely satisfactory and 

.made their opinions known 
to the Dean of the School. 
The Univers"ity. is'expected 
to make a decision in the 
near future. 




