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Singh was indicted in 1994 by the Akal Takhat, the Sikhs' highest temporal authority, for blasphemy. 

Singh said that as a devout Sikh he appeared before the tribunal in Punjab under heavy security because 
he had received death threats. After hours of grueling questioning, Singh was found guilty. His penance 
included two days of service at the Golden Temple, the spiritual and cultural center of the Sikh religion, 
and five days of service at his hometown place of worship, the gurdwara in Detroit. 

Singh said he agreed to consider the tribunal's objections to his thesis but only if they had academic
 
merit.
 

"I made it quite explicit that none of my critics has any right to abridge my academic freedom," he later 
wrote. 

The controversy over his thesis and subsequent published works from what he calls a "fringe group in
 
the Sikh community" has not shaken his faith, Singh said.
 

Singh said he and his family do not attend the Riverside gurdwara after he and his wife and daughter,
 
who has Down syndrome, were accosted by three men who threatened to behead him. Instead, Singh
 
and his family worship in a special room at home where Dish Network provides broadcasts of daily
 
proceedings from the Golden Temple.
 

Raminder Singh, a Corona insurance broker and spokesman for the Coalition of Gurdwaras of 
California, said their main concern is that Pashaura Singh is wrongly influencing young Sikhs and others 
who take his classes by presenting his views. 

"Our scripture was written and compiled by the prophets themselves," said Raminder Singh, who is no 
relation to Pashaura Singh. 

For his part, Pashaura Singh said, "I expose my students to different perspectives on the Sikh tradition in 
. the class and encourage them to make.up their w mind in the end." 

Sikhism 

The religion teaches equality for all and emphasizes family and community service. Sikhs reject rituals 
like fasting and any form of idol worship. They believe that God is present everywhere and make no 
distinction as to whether God is male or female. 

The estimated number of Sikhs worldwide ranges from 18 million to more than 20 million. 

The estimated Sikh population in the United States ranges from 190,000 to 440,000. 
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